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The Amsterdam Con'^ress. 


‘"niriYe'f^iven an':'example of zeal and .Jove of work..' T-have 
seldom ‘i^eeii coim'vesi^es -worlc so-.seriously. All listened with 


attention, •takiiift notes in a 


‘ All An arfhists ,are not agi\e^l as .to tb A utility of congi'esses, 
but even, those niost opposed will fe^,'g^hje satisfa-ctioii at the 
success of the-gathering at Axnsterdoriii. The .most encouraging 
‘feature'of the Congress was the evident sincent^ displayed by 
all comrades to discuss points yitb the one desire to arrive-at' 
clear ait'd,' if possible, nnatnippns conclusions. ‘CTnanimons 
■not, however, the auto^bniy of every nation ■'and, of eveiy 


■ perfect discipline.” 


religious 


silence, oliserving ■ u 


■ I ' ~ ^ 

The Trade Union' Congress. 


or 


■It has been frequently urged by Parliam.enfcariuus that if no 
-practical results could be"gained b.yLelHTtions^ at least it would 
..niean good propagahdaTo have Socialist.^ in the H-ouse. ’They 
-' wouldj so to speak^ have the ear of the. nation. Well_,. the 
nation has been listening with all its ears, but what has reached^ 
them from the oraejes of the-'Gospel of Discontent may safely be ~ 
regarded as a negligible quantity. li; may fairly be surmised 
that the wiuter of t7im' disebnten t has been changed to summer 
■' ■’ ■ ’ • n Suchislife—politically. 


group was upheld in the^time Anarchist spirit. 

• The~Babjects for discussion were, given in our last issue, and 
it will be sulhcient tp^remark here how much is gained, ewn in 
tlteoretical discussion^ by following the lines of the economic 
struggle. Wliated^er differences of opinion inay exist as to 
.tactics, the.one'■great aim of the emancipation of the workers by _^hy the glorious i^tim of £200 per annum, 
the overthrow of. the. present economic system with its ever- "speaking 
lasting. cursfe or’rvmge-shxvery unites _all comrades in the inter-' 
national p-fopaganda. . 

Tii^'-'question may be asked; what 'will be gained -for the 
naoveplent 'by .all the. resolutions adopted at the Congress? 

"Well', mudr. will be gained, and the reason is not far to seek. 

T-here.are limes when congresses are necessary to the life of. a 
movem^B-t-. ■ ■ Such times do not. fall periodically on the same 


The gathering of Trade. Unionists .at Bath enables us to 


draw some'ennclusions as to the eihomy of Buch a.gathering for 
the.advancement of Labour matters compared to 'the ‘^sounding 
board’’ of, the^ House of.. Comibons. It is, of course, 
quite obvious that the work of the Congress is made up of 
pious resolutions,” simply intended as a spur to the^Govern-' 
"nient to speed up its gear in this or. that direction. It is 




■^^month 6f evet^ year. They arise in the course of social evolu- .equally clear that unless these resolutions are backed by a 
tion through a multitude of ■ circumstances oyer - which the , vigorous or even‘a threatening agitation amongst the masses, the . 
cbtnrad'^s. may hat'e' little 'br iTo CDhtibl. ■ Tllfete ai'e 'p sychological ’ ■' erp th e nU wi 11 '(Sdiher bye - ah d" play' th & ,\.ca^i tsHs t ■ 

moments for. congresses as there ore. for everything else, and the game. All this goes without ■ saying. BLrt -the^.,pbiht ' to be 


success of, the'Amsterdam Congress will be found to be attri- 
“butable. to a large extent to the ^fact that it has’ caught the 
‘‘flowing tide” at the commepbenient of an era that is just' 
opening with untold possibilities for advanced movem’ent. 

Historically speaking, the Anarchist movement, has to-day 
arrived at'a most interesting phase of its development, Whilst 
for-many years much abstract xiiid possibly .necessary discussion spirit an4 boldar-action, 
has takeiT place as to the relation.of Anarebism to tha.various spirit and the wretched 


or 

of 

to 


noticed is that the very people—w ho .. -are f eitlier dumb 
inditTereut in the House have been able to speak a little 
their minds at the Congress, and’give a little certitude 
their ideas, < ^ - _ ' 

How, as a matter of fact, tbe Labour inovernent is'starving for 
the need of bold ideas that .iwilk inf use" into it a more, audacious 

It is still stricken with a conservative 
habit of waiting on .“leaders’"’ and 


I problems of social life—such, for instance, as orga\nsatiqn, Com-c officials, who are very Imsy compromising with the capitalist 
mimism and individual liberty, crime ancLpunishiuent, and so - and frittering awny tbe.'ljui'tiabive of the unions for a mess of 
‘on—one gi’cat fact has been slowly ^ut surely developing itself, miserable political pottage. Bo that, small as may be the results*' 

-viz., that Anarchist aims and methods cpuld find an immense of the resolutions passerl at the.Cpugress, they will at any rate 

field for action in the organised Labourpnovements of the present help to stir the sluggislx waters, and in. their tendencies uiark a 
day. Our Fi'ench comrades have seen this, and have followed -considerable advance on wfiat have been proposed for many 
these lines with’remarkable success, wlulahThe'Russian re vqlii- years past, ! 

t.in'n lia.s sbown'.to the world of Labour the unliinited possibilities _ Except for tbogc.who have never ^thrown off thejingo fever, it 


©f the General-Strike. ‘ , , . 

Cut of this has arisen the propaganda oL. I^irect Action, in 
reality old as.tiine, but nexv to this'State-ridflen generation. The 
Amsterdam Congress: comes at thepight .moment,' in themiidst 
of all this renewed life and activity ; and the discussions as to 
the future developments in the economic stxjuggle canno^ but 
have healthy and eucouragingt^’esults for the movementl^ 


ijQ gratilying to see Low the Cong'i’essTias disposed of thw 
■question of ‘a‘Citizen Army. The halo of this'military glory is 
.not destined as yet to surround that ■ sublime martyr of the 
Stut tg£rt Opngress, wlio .returned with a>dyertisemeub that 

musb^ve aroused the envy of “ Pears^ Soap.’’’ ‘ ^ 

Two other resolutions are noticeable, the one affirming the 
right to strike, the other opposing the principle of compulsory 


It jnust be. remembered, hoiveYer, that all this could hot have arbitration in Labour disputes. As to the former, it is simply 
been achieved without the tireless efforts made by our Dutch astonishing that amongst men who. are supposed to know the. _ 
■‘comrades, in! the face of-great diffienlties, tobringthis gatliering" history of the Labournnovefnent-such a right-should-evewhave - 


to a successful issue.* We hope all our friends 'will feel deep 
satisfdetion at the results, and that the lai,’ge section of our 


anti-militarist comrades in 
has gained by the event. 


Holland will feel 'their great cause 


been called in question. It is only another instance of that 
wretched spirit noticeable in many Englishmen who boast of the 
liberty they'-enj'Oy, and hypocritically turn round and deny the 
very means by wfiich those liberties were gained. 


We are i\ot of those who thhih that the quarrels and diS'j^^tes No.doubt the news -felmt /Reaches us from New/e^and^ 
cannot at times have fruitful results, hutik face of the calumnies done most of all to give the death-blqvv to jjomptilsory arbitration. 


-— - • . • r -■ - - . 

given,by tw*o French capitalist papers. 

Lc Matin say’s:—■“ Tbe delegates havd left Amsterdam in 
perfect . accord : the work of the OongresS—was considerable : 
during seven clays it held eighteen meetings of several hours’ 
duration. * ' ..... 

'Le Jourticil goes even further. “The Anarchists,” it says, 


imagine , . 

slow to see their ■^m’iiQtakes,., it is true. ■ Bnli'nf ^late their 
“ leaders ” have given them such amazing instances of blundering 
stupidity and woi^efthat they are rapidly^being educated into 
the. need for. a pew departure. I;n a few yeaks we shall see 
th^ein turning in disgust from politics to dire enaction. 
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compromi'K'rs'; they belong t6 tile past, or rather th^y will be tib^brbed 
by the boui geojf!. Alread y the work.ers are awakening to the fact that 
their emaileipation cannot be gained by the politician, but^mvisfc result 
from their own initiative and organisation. ’. . . 
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iMOTES.,. 


■ 1 ^ 6 ^ ^ 7 ' ^ i 

■ The*Cost !l@'A^f|iKTY.“ ~ “ 

' We note that one dji]|’s work at the “ Old * Bailej'” and the 
"Clerkenwell Se^ssiops ogives..the following, results of the law’s efforts in 

_ protecting private, property. . ■ 

The property “ appropriated ” was as follog^sTwo pairs of boots, 
one watcli, boots, shoe.s and costumes (nijUnber not mentioned). " 

•In addition, there was one case of highway robbery, one case of 
embezzlement, and one of forgery. Indejiendent of the causes that may 
have driven people to the.'se acts,--one is'struck by the* comparative 

■ triviality of them all—compared, for instance, with the luigft robberie.s. 
perpetrated every day by landlords and capitalists', 

, Tlie punishment meted out for these crimes works oue-as follow^ 

Nine individuals will suffer in varying ^rms imprisonment amounting 
in the gross tp eight years, eleven m-pntiis and three weeks. Nine 
persons ^degraded and probably confirmed in their “ criminality the 
certainty that all this will cost ‘twenty or thirty times the value of the 
property stolen ; and finally, all the degradation of the police and spy 
systepi to'bvihg th&se ..victims to “ justice "—this is-the price of one 
day's work in protecting; private property. Meanwhile the sweater, 
the stbek-jobber and big rogues generally are having a high time as the 
pets of “society.” This same societ^y seems to act on the principle#; 
first inake your criminal, then punish him. > 


, The long-expected Congress wae held, ns annoimeed., at Amsterdam’, 
from the 24th to the 31st of last month. Not a few journeyed’ there 
with doubt in their hearts, but true Aiia^-chist. doubt, open to all 
rea.'ton.'ible persuasion. And sonie'there were who had no doubt of the 
success of the Congress, and tlieir conviction prevailed. It was noj, 
much the'fbrm.al ..decliii’a'tion of the fotmatioa of the Anarcliist Inter¬ 
national, as the frainediat^ x’ecoguition of the already existing Inter- 
national, that gave'‘tb; the ■Oongres.s the aspect and atmo^here \ye call 
success.’ It. was the clear mauTfestatipn of this pre-existent and 
indestructible unity that smothered tlie personalities of the preliipinary, 
^sitting. ‘ - 

' And, surelj', the fact‘of a reception of delegates spontaneously ' 
tiunsformuig itself into a preliminary sittingds evidenee'in itself of the 
earnestness ,oE those delegates. How different froin--the—bourgeois ■ 
receptions, where gossip and refreshments aie the -only umfying 
principles. Not tfiat the'refreshments of the luxurious Plancius Hall 
were' unattractive; they^were quite .bourgeois in their refinement, 
judging by the diflicalty Comrade Mahitesta 'had in procuring a bit of ' 
dry bread. - • 

•On the Sunday we had . a foretasted the week to pome in the 
speeches of delegates from eight countnes at the”"well-attended public 
meeting in the Hall garden.' Lt wash delight to see the keen attention i 
of the crowd, and it was tiue to see the enthusiii-sm Dfj-eaeh speaker 
uurufBed by the fact that probably not one in the crowd ‘understood 
a. \£ord of the language used. ‘(But then, do crowds always understand . 
.their own language ?), The translators also had a.fb'retaste of--thp week’ 
to couie.. Their service.^ tbronghout'canuot be, over-estimated, for it is. 
particularly difficult to translate what one is not in entire sympathy 
with, as was frequently the ease during the sittings. '■ 

^ Mouda)' morning ivas wasted on a discussion of the agenda. It ivas 
heated at time.*?, but it ngust be recorded to the, credit of the Congress—^ 
that a single adjournment of ten ' minutes was .sufficient to give the' 
proceedings the fair start;for au.otlier 3 yis'b’'^'clear. wfeek. Reports on the 
movenient weie first taken-* - —Of—special intere'st were those from 
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the United States, Germany, Bohemia, 
and Russia. ■ It was interesting also to hear that the restless Balkan 


States-are awakening to the possibilities of true revolution. But if. 


OiiiMiN'ALS Who 'are Criminals.- ' . 

To give an idea.by what colossal crimes the -“pillars” of tins 
jsociety ‘are maintained-,‘'Ave quote the following fro m Con cord fdr 
/ August;— ' ' *■ . ' . ' 

. ' Groups of capitalists in Eng-laiuV, Gcvniaiiy, aufl France sell the iPoncy, 
explosives, aiiti weapons whereby-tho various nations of the iv.orlil maintain 
tlieiuselveK, on a footing of ilpfeiu’e and oireace ngniust tfieir neitrhboiira 
and rivals. As a.^(ui 3 equeiicp, in every conn try colossal inteitests rally 
by instinct to ** the flag and foster the worst e.\ce.«!se.s of tb'* Jingo spirit. 
It thus happens that the intrigues of foreign consals, the wire-puUihg.s of 
Ainbassaiiors, the nps and downs of a dozen different Stock Exelianges, thc 
fall -of Ministries, and the advent to power of new Ministers of Foreign 
Afla-irs may be intifaatcly co-iliieeted with the pnsliiiig of particular rom- 
. merciai interests liavijig ecffnoinic raniificatiaii.s peiudrilting deeply into the 
industrial life of nioiler 11 States. The recent war in South Afrien, tUe\ioliey 
of the “open dpor ” in China—Jtlown “open “ by .Cliristian ginipowirer—tlic' 
Frcnoli adventure in Jlordcco, and the war scare created, iii France and 
throughout EuvSjie liy the luteypositibn of Germany—all these arVinslancts 
of the utterly# niiscriiiuilons character of the ‘Minsinpgg fUgmeUfJi—, 44 , 


'modern politics and of-the clanger of comniitting.the credit and gnoil iianieuf 
one’s country into the keepifig of the Stock Exchange patriot, who regiwds 
"the fing" as “out*" greatest asset, and“the Army as a sort of hydra-IienTed 
hum-bailiff, TPiit-rollector, and “ chucker-out. ” in recent articles in Pai/es 


there .is due-thing we must take to heart it was the overshadowing of 
-the English report by that of the foTeign groups in England. We 
hope that this will be rectified at the next Congress, and it can only be 
so by an increased activity ami devotion on onr part. ^ 

+^Th.e second day opened .with the chief question before the CJougress, 
■that of organisation. As was pointed out by. one of the speakers, the 
Congress itself was a sign of evolution towards organisation. .The 
popular impression that Anarchists desire tlie complete destruction of 
all organisation was shown to be due to the mistaice in .supposing that 
society i.s already organised. 'I'lie disenssiou showed constant tendencies 
to overlap -the practice of , organisation, but on the whole the 
speakers' were clear and decided on the necessity of‘‘ embodying- 
the theory of oiganisatmn in the theory of'• Anarchisiii: Many 
attempts were made to define individualism, but this was 
abandoned, for all reoognised that it caii only be achieved .in a 
society imbudd with the Communist principle of toleration, just as 
Communism, without free individualism is unworthy of the name. But 
‘two definite kinds of individualism were discovered,—bourgeois 
"Tiidividu'silisui, self Only ; and Aiiaioliist individualisui, selU and" all. 
Ibsen’s “lonely man the strongest ” theory was condemned by one 


Lil^res, M. Didjiisi' poiuteiVout with great _■wealth of detail bow tlie recent 
tliploniatic friction lietween France and ('Tfl-rmauy in' inattvVs ronnected with 
Morocco Etad the East was but the pSHtical expression of an under-iuirreot of 
ctimmercial rivalry lietween two great rival group.s of speculators and trading 
GOinbinatioas in France and Germany, botli con lending, for economic siiprciu'acj' 
in'Moi'oceo and Asia Mnior, mid both disguising their ambitions and their 
'‘threats (uttered by the ihoUth.^ of tlieir fuglemen and dwex drtw'ieex in the 
Jingo Press of.France and Germany) under tlie. thin mask of patriotism aod 
national honoiir. . ' 


The perusaltof this can arouse but one feeling: .What revolution 
would not be a blessing that could overthrow such a s^’stem ? 


The STUTTliAHT COKUllESS. 

One Hiay trftly ask, what on earth did the Social Democrats meet for 
at Stuttgart? To discuss Socialism? Not a bit of it. For self- 
glorification, peidiaps? Largely it would seem, -judging by results. 
For except that Hevve, by his^ splendid, invincible, logic, reduced 
Rebel to' a.shefe, nothing seems tp have Seen* gained by all the 
fnseing-aad fuming. Fancy the grand xdea'of Sociali.sra being frittered 
down to a discussion of “ Colbuial Policy " and .a “ Gitizen Army ” ! 
Where ambngst the Social Democrats shall.we find true Socialism? 
Spite of., their red Sags and their high-sounding phiases, they have 
dei^eil their revolutionary ideals an.d become a party of political 
opportunists. True Socialists will recognise the future is-not for these 


. ,'<pdakei'.‘ Another pointed ont that Dp. Stockman was'at np_ point in 
'TTTe^^ay so fur from being alone as at the end, when he deeijares this 
theory., Opinions were divided as to the necessity of , organisation for 
propaganda, but the avidity with which the comrades booked addresses, 
names of papers and pamphlets, and all information of use to their pro-, 
paganda showed that some at least, felt the necessity of being in direct 
touch with other countries lor that purpose alone. And when-i-t came 
to the question of helping comrades thi’eatened with imprisonment it 
was declared with shame that we leave it to the organised -Fi'eethinkers 
and Socialists to work up the demonstrations that alone can insum 
their liberation.- i 

^ We clb not organise becaus^e we are dfraid of authority growing up 
in oiir organisations, said one speaker, anfi opened an interesting 
sion on the nature of authority, the force authority of the^..St^e ap'd 
-the moral authority of the most active, intelligent or’kesE^bIe.arpong 
us. The only. Way to abolish the latter is to edncafc6*‘all so that they 
may pe reei ve th e i n d epen d en ce^ u n derlyi i n d i vid ual i ty. W ith 

this as the first principle of edqcatioiij^idiederaliBm without executive 
for our orgaiiisation, the Anar^stT movement will lead to a state of 
society in which social,. economic,, or sexual subordination will be 
impossible.^' ■■ , ' ' 

/j’his discussiomof theories having cleared the ground for the prac¬ 
tical work of organisatibn, a private sitting wa'shbld, the result of which 
was communicated in a resolution’ rlefilaring the foundation of the 
Anarchist . International and the formation - of niT InteriiaCional 
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•Oorrespondeiice Bmean. "'Jt’ltis Bur^ai/ has, of course,, .absolutely xid 
exedutive duties, beiu^ simply to facilitate the exchange and" distribu¬ 
tion df information from all countries. Kd doubt- many will continye 
•to correspond d,irect with ‘other countries, and the Bureau" is not 
•intended to supplant this Fav more vital rel.ationship ; indeed it is hogerl 
•that through the Bureau-it will be established wherever it is Wajiting. . 

. Tlie only other duty of the Bureau is to found international archives, 
and for this future historians of the Anarchist movement will look 
back with gratitude on the Amsterdam Oongre.ss. 

■. ''Hie thii d important matter was tihen- taken : the relations of 
Anarchists and Syndicalism—that is, Trade CJiiionism. At first there 
seemed to be a hopeless division on the. point of whether Aiiaichisin i-s 
helped or hindere.d by action within the‘ranks of the Labour movement,' 
but when those who most .strongly advocated’ it explained what* 
important changes had been efiected in those Unions where Aiiarchists' 
had-beeii at work, and showed.ahso that they did not look* upon' 
Syndicalism, or revolutionaiy Trade'Unionism, as sufficient in ifself, to 
manage the revolution And open the new era of liberty, there were 
found to be a great ihany movedn favour of sucli action than had been 
supposed. The Trade Unions are .a mean.s of propaganda and agitation ; 
we must at all costs keep in touch with the mass .raoveuiQiit; we inust' 
not-cieate Unions that^will compete witlrother Unions; if we .are for 
the workei-s, we must be for the workers’organisations and revive^*, 
therein the revolutionary'sjiirit which'we lose when We get^out of' 
touch with . the mass movement. These ai^.some of the cliief senti-> 
ments-oF the discussion. The , other side was. notdv^wating. We must 
not confound Auarcliism with Popularise, we' must in no way tolerate 
; authority of. any kind, we must not suljordinate the importance of-the 
individual to the momentary welfare of the ma.ss. . But atjbhe end the 
Congress Avas unanimous that in so far as the Trade Unioiis ciin be 
used for propaganda and agitation, An.archists should become “active"' 
Trade Unionists, and that, rather than form Anarchist Unions every 
efi'oit should be imide to prepare the evolution of the existing Unions 
towards tlie acceptance of Anarchist ideas through the propaganda of 
.the General Strike and Expropriation.' 

But it is impossible to condense i^iHliis short report the deliberations 
"of eighteen sitting.^. We-shall phlllish lateyan extensive leporfc from 
•notep taken a t th& ^C(J^)' g r e s^l, and also ^the text of all the resolu-, 
tions adopted byTffb Congress. This is only to tell that a hundred 
Anarchists did not meet in vain, but earned away with them samething 
more tangible than the inspiring -fellowship which some of tl)em will 
u'everthele'ks consider the most valuable result of the ti'i-st •Internatiouul 
ASiarchist Congress. •• ‘ . . . 


■IN DEFENCE OF. ANARCHISM. 


Humanity’s embracement of the principles-of utilitarian .philo.sophy 
.'has been'^iu inverse proportion to the hold exercised over the .minds of 
^.dnldren'and adults by 'the daik serpen^ of theological superstition. 
tJiiderlying all social progress is the first • law'of X^|uVe, .the law . of 
self-pre.servation ; and f'O Jong as man could live unto’’ himself, foi' the-^ 
most pjvrt, Jie. paid little attention to the wants of his fellovvs< ' Only as 
. he realised that from time to time lie ran risks of. being deprived of his 
existence and means oL-sustaining his being did he conseivt to ever- 
incieasingly recognise the obligations he was under to liis fellows. 
And so we find that individual selfishness lies at tjie root of a)! social 
jand industrial development,*the apparent growth in the altruistic mode 
of e!xpre.«sing individual .selfishnes.s having no relation to the primary 
seliishness of-the individuars desires. Thus we find in the tribal state a 
slow decay in tlie :massacring - of prl^oneot’s o^ ->var in order to turn 
them to account as slaves; thus does chattel 'slavery give way to -fsee 
“^slavery ; thus lias a dominant class ever _jco needed advantages to those 
--jmder-'the^yoke of their oppression. In the march of indnstijal - 
progre.'JS altruism has played no part, the'utilitarian instincts begotten . 
of the self-pre.servatioh desire have efer beeii the deciding factors; 
and not a'dualistic crossing of altruism and egotism, but a .naturally 
evolved egoism explains the nature of .the individual’s progress-in Com¬ 
munistic incliuation.s. So much for the State and the economic aspects- - 
of' mail’s ^I'evelopment^.^-Tt' is now my int'e nfeioTi to glance for a moment 
at the irulividual^i^dtlealistic side of the subject. 

As the.j;eifder can well .see, the nature of a species can be wholly 
chjuigetT^ a result of the modifications resultiiig from the passage 
......fellrough a series of environments; but o/?/?/ the ^xprhsioii is modified 

in. the case of the effect of • factors'operative in the environment on the 
nature of an individual memJier .of the species. By adding to 
oi| substracting from the ethical factors in a human’s euviroilment, 
therefore, it is possible to divert^the inclination 'of that pei'.son from one 
channel to another. In tlie meantime it should ne^r be forgotten that 
economic conditions are continually tending to alter the indiiidual’s 
attitude towards' abstract ideas, and to occasion a modification as a 
result of the action and lo^action which exists between the abstract 
idealism of philosophy and the economic determinism of industrial • 
conditions. 

From this it can be seen to follow as- a necessary consequence that, 
whilst the slowly dying fires o^theOlogy’.s hell and the.decay of heaven’s 
immortal glory have served to divert men’s minds more and niore from 
a regard fo’r a metaphysicivl paradise for a consideration of “how best to 
benefit themsblves here, aird have made for a negation of godly 
endeavour only to secure a more devoted eorfsiecration' to. humanitarian 

• ; .'■i . •* • • - • ■ * 


effort. Whilst, on the one hand, it is trueoof 'the re.sulting m^ental 
attitude of tho.se who have freed their minds from the thraldom of 
Mother! Church, on the other, economic conditions are more and ihoie 
making fora modification of churcbly influence on the minds of mem’ 
In^he f<act of’ thi.s action and re-iiction .‘> 0 'existing irf to be found the 
cause of our present chaos and'uncei tniuty in all revolutionary propa.- 
ganda, our onlyemiincipa’tion from which will be found in the intellectual 
anjl economic destinies whigh'constitute (he -logic^ shaping the eiuls of 
communities as well of individuals. Whilst individually, therefore; 
man may be said'by virtue of his hex-edity to largely tnopld his environ- 
ineut.to his owjU ends,' the’Weals ami inclinations uf the race are 
moulded by external,^comlitions. Hence, socially a creature of cireuiff-^' 
stances’, man is • individually.a free being capable of'influencing his* ' 
environment, a.s also of adapting it to his own eiid.s.. Only in so far, 
therefoie, a.s he is a inenjber of| a society which recogni.ses his naturaj 
freedom can he identify his interests-with that of society; ’and only in 
pi’oportion as he i-ealises the influence society exercises in the moulding 
of the tdiax’ncter of the race can he c<tij.sciou.**ly contribute to tlie'secure- 
ment of his own free.doin and that of his posterity, .along -the Hues of 
least ie.sistanoe. Henee-the natural evolution of man, his place iii society, 
and his attitude towards abstract problems which have often supplied an 
excuse for inundane activity, only serve to emphasise- hunmn’ily’s 
potential po.sse.ssion x.»f tlie cardinal principles of Anarchist Corniminism, . , . 

of mankind’s present prqiPise of-it.s inevitable arrival;* at thnt_*state of - 
society which shall • witne.ss the combination of absolute individual .' 
liberty with the gueatestL amount of .social order. With the many 
coerced by the few, the only order ” existent at prerent is that of 
disorder; \yith all enjoying the advantages of'a free .•-ociety there can 
only exist the true harmony of, a social order b.ased on an enliglitoned ” 
soeia.1 fexpression of individual happine&s. . . ' 

'""-Jn order that ‘We might the better undei’.-^tahd this phase 6f .our 
.subject it is perhaps iis well to note Spencer’s contribution to the con- ‘ 
slderation of society a.s-a social organism. Beferriug to the individual 
as a unit.in society, he notes the tribal tendency to a .small aggregation , . 

of individual units, augmenting insensibly in mass. At first, the com¬ 
munities thus formed-seem structureless, St) .simple is the. nature of 
their structure. In the ooiu‘Sfi_s>f their development, howevpr, they 
become more and.more complex, and the mutual dependence of their 
‘component parts or units becomemore and more firmly e.stablisli.ed, until 
at la.st the life of each unit is only made po.ssiblehy the consent and 
activity of the remaining parts. And, to complete his analogy, Sp.encer 
shows that the life of society is interdependent oif. and far riiore pro*- 
longed.- than, the lives of any of its Component uujls, which are 
conceived only to glow, work, reproduce and die, while the body politic, 
which is composed of them, survives genei-ation after generation, 
ivtpreasing in mass, in completehesa of structui-e and in functional 
activity. This is society ns w-e. know it, jbhe state in-which t'he incli- • 
vidnal is made hy‘‘'■chjDolnmst'er and nur.<e, by j»i-ie.st and politician, a 
unit existing merely for the well-being, not of. tlieavliole organism, but 
of tlie coristiuipTiVfi^th'.q'ilftf'^a’sifiea^ portion of the organism ; or, to vai-y 
our c&nception, in which tile working section just have .sufficient food 
to keep the central .stonw-cli of the organism in activity,*whil.st the vitals 
of the orgahi.'^m are bejjig eaten away by the parasitic growths living in . 
luxury on its activityj . ' 

As Spencer pointsj out, however, whilst, up to' the point named, the 
analogy between society and biological organism would .seeni tube - • 
fcompf^te, thecompai:l.sou entirely breaks down' in that the body cells 
are of no importance in tlK*mselve.s, but are only of value in so far a.s 
thfy contribute to tlie well-being of the whole-; whilst, in the case_<?L 
'the State, it having no corporate con.sciousness, its existence is only of 
importance in so f-ar as it.coiitrihutes to the happiness of the individual. 

In the case of theaniiiial, it is well that the directive power should be, 
central, inasmuch as the cellular con.scioiisnesK is corporate, and: there¬ 
fore central. But a.s the consciousness in society of its units is- 
indivlilual, the directive foicekinist be iudivitliial, and •lieiico all central 
authority is ai’tificial and an impertinent .imposition. Oiily by the opera¬ 
tion of internal canons of thought, only by the imlividuars growth in the 
dirci^iOn of social Reeling, by viitue of his own experie'uce and observa-' • 
tion,.can he learn to identify his own interests with that of th'e'com- ' 

inunity’s well-beirjg. -A central activity, devoid of-eonseious control, 
cannot do this, for there exist no nervous tis.sue.s to’convey the resul-ts 
of centml legi.slative effort to all parts of the body politic and inspire the 
units of legislative vit.ality. Mol'al' suasion, educative endeavour, 
rational eoiiyiction—these are tlie only forces which will accomplish 
this desirable end, and inasmuch as Aunrchi.«t Comimniist.s stand for . 
these end.s as well as for the ideals already enunciated, they need liuve 
no fear of submitting their principles to analysis in the mental 
laboratory of iea.son. .. . 

* . • .Gi;y a. .fVLunED. 


Strike in the Argentine Republic. 

The following is an extract from a letter from »Sou th Ame rica, 
dated July 28th^ ^ ^ 

*“There was a-very violent .strike a few day.s'a.go at the.Pott of hahia lU'aiiea 
in the’“south of the Proyjuee of~IJu’e'iio 8 . Ayre.s. Killed and wounded on 
both ^ides. (Two Irishmen tightiiig for their ni.asters, I am sorry to .say, as 
Irishiiieii too often do.) MngnWiceiif deuio-nstration of solidarity on the. part of 
the workers all over the lleimblic. ..Strike over ye.sterday ; the men gaining’,all ' 
they demamled. Tlie eapitalist in this country is heginning to sing very 
small.’' Tilings have wonderfully changed, thanks to general strikes.” 
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FI^EEDOM. 


September, 1907, , 


ORA L'lT Y. 


hasj 1 qii^^ enough baeji aecuiiiaJ - of iimiWralityj bub the 
imiiim'dlity of' tiogruiibic faith can be equally miiiutfiihed. 'To believe 
"is to Asserf as l-eal to mysd.lf thui..iYliicii-l simply conceive as possible in 
itseli\ sometimes as'impossible, This is seeking'tu build up an artificial 
trutf), a ijierely upparerjrt truUn, At tlie ^^ia-nie lime ft’ is shutting one’s 
eyes to t^e objective trutlf” thrusting* it aside' beforehand without' 
knowing anything about it. The greatest enemy of human progress is 
tlie 2^resu2}po'sitio7i: To reject not only the more or less doubtful 
solubiotisj which every one may bring forward, but the problems tiiem- 
selves—that is flatly arresting the forwiiid movemeut., Faith from that 
point of view becomes indolence of thought. 

’ Indifierence even is often 'superior to dogmatic faith. One who is , 
indifteient.says : “ I do not cave to know.” But he adds : i.‘ I will-not 
.believe.” The beliiewer.wants to believe without knowing.\fThe first 
remaips at least perfectly sincere towards hi in self, while the other tries 
to ensnare him.self. Therefore, wlnatever may be the question, doubt 

% better tharv the perpetual affirmation, better than the renunciation 
of all pfira.Qnal.ijnitiative,, which is called fjiith'. This Icind^of intellectilal 
suicide js , inej^cusable, and -that which is still more strange is the 
pretension - to, justify ,it, as is* constantly done, by invoking moral 
reasons. Morality shordd command the mind to search without resting 
—^tbat is to say, piocis^ly to guartTibselE against'faith, “ The dignity 
of believing!" you reply. Mari has- too often, all through histoiy, 
rested his'^1gTiity '’Upoll'errors, and truth 1ms’at first appeared to him ' 
to be a l essen ing of himself.' 'The truth is not always so fair as. the. , 


tlm light 


dream, but its advaiitage is tliat 
there is nothing more 
cannot* be secuij^^hrough 


it is true.' In ''the 
nioral than truth; 
positive knowledge,, 
is dignity bf mind; 


doQ^ain. of 
and when 
:iot'hiug is 
We must. 


ANARCHISM IN LIVERPOOL. 

Of the Steady gmwth of Anarchist thonyhk. and eeutinii'iib riiere e»ii, be 
no (loubr, tbi wheti,one will, one tindsi the ecnuoiiiics of Couimunietu being 
ever increasingly eml),raced by those who insist on individual freedom in the 
strictest sense o*f those term^. This i.s pavtifeiilarly true of Liverpool, where, 
On tits‘occasion nf''my recent visit,, I' found a considerable leaven of 
^j^iiarcliistn amidst,the general ideas of thehhah' in the street. The group 
■ hei'e.has recei.tly diawn,several of the most active Social Democrats, over 
from _a psendn-SSTarxiauisin to Bikuniniani, ap'd in the Clarion Oiifd—tlie 
central SuciAlUt club here—several sympathiers with' the principles of 
Oumiiiuiii.sin be fouiul. Another pleasing .feature of the propa.ganda’ 

is tlie general attention wliicli is paid to tlie Aiiaj'chist lectures, which offers 
a curious contrast to the general iti»patience .which cliaracterises Jhe 
attitude of the open-air audiences to, the'pleas of Social Democrats for 
a^din,g members of their body to ParUament, Tliere can be. no doubt that 
locai conditions have largely lielped forward the propaganda. There is the 
Irish section, wlii'cli is somewhat annoyed at the landlordism''of the 
_Befhnoiid parly, and .are"accordingly coming more and more under the in- 
'fluetice of tlie Sinn Fein nioVement. Tlien there is the growth of the 
Freethmiglit ninv'emeiit, the seeds of the progress of wliich were sown in the- 
sectarian strife. bfitw.efin.Protestant and. Catholic ;■ whilst the poverty of the 
.slnnts iim-e- has se'rved^tq tlfrl^ffiistTate tlie necessity for a. drastic remedy. 
Fruallyi^alflihe membeflf o^f the gru'up ^re careful students of Spencer,' 
M-orria, dv'ropotkiii, .and are never tired of analysing the carefully evnlvgd 
'theories of the .fiiAt named in tire light of tliat practical sympathy .begotten 
fiLexperfence. &Uhongh only organised in June, the English movement ie 
sirong here, whilst Hie same is true of the Jewisli and^'panisli movjfmehts. 
Withal, tile Anurcliist pr.opagatnia'in Liverpool is on as (inn a ffiundation 
a.s one could wish for, and its fervour-is rapidly .^pearling to neigiibou-ring 
cities. - . ■ ' . 1.1 Cip.T A. Aldred. - 


truth' 

moi© moral than doubt. Doubt 

therefore, drive out of , ouv.se'lves ’'the blind respect fpr certain 
.principles, for,certain beliefs. _W 0 'm>ust be able to question,, scrutinise, 
penetrate everything, intelligence should -nqt east down its eyes-even 
befohe the object of,its adoration*. A tomb in Geneva bears thi.si 
inscription: “Truth h.as' a face, of brass, and those who have Ipyeyf** 
Truth will have/faces of., bras,s like her." But, it will be said, if ^|t is 
irrational to affirm in our thoughts as true th.at wliich is doubtful,'still 
it will sometimes have to be affirmed in action. May be; but it is 
always a provisional situation and a conditional aftinnation: I do this, 
supposing it to be my dpty, even supposing-that I flan.Jia.ve an absolute 
duty. A thousand acts.pF that kind cannot'astablkh .a tiuith. A great 
n,nm ber .of-m^tyave made C h ristia n i ty' bri u m pli; a 1 i (tie reaso n m ay 
be sufficient to overthrow it. BssidAS, ho"' much humanity would gain 
ii. fi'fl. silif-jsncri-fice irer.^ 'iuonb;- ^ ^ .<-for science,'apd 

faith—if one died, not to defei ^ddi b eUe;r, bat to discover a truth,'iic.'w- 
ever small it might be. Thk^was whnt Empedpoles and Pliny did, and 
what in our time men of science, physiciahsj explorers do. How many 
lives were lost of old to assert objects of-an unsound faith, which,, might 
have been utilised for; humanity and science !— M. Quyan,. 


MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 


ANARCHIST INTERNATIONAL. 


Deae CosrnADES,—The ' Anarchist 
thought it useful to cVeate an orgn 
comrades of different countries, and 
International Oorrespondeuce Bureau. 


Cougre.ss .at ■ 


Amsterdam has 
of communication 'between 
has nominated' to this end an 
This Bureau has ho other dutv 


Lectures .are given at the .above hall every* Wednesday evening- 
Comrades are requested to bring them to the notice of .all friends aiid 
.sympafcbiseiy.. ^ ■ ..■ .-f.; 

'ST O ICE 0 3?" E AEOTjrjR. 

, Advocate of Dipeet Action and the Genepal Strike. 

WEEKLY, OKE PE^^NY. ' 

■ I I n " ■ 

j_. * _ ‘ + 

, . Office: 127 OssLilstoii Street, London, N.W. 
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than to, facilitate tlu relations between those who cannot dorrespond 
directly with each otlier, and to bring to" the knowledge of all concerned 
the neivs'aiid propositions which will be communicated to it. 

The Bureau has also the duty of organising archives of . the 
Anarchist movement, which .should be at the disposal of all the 
comrades. , ’ 

To be able to fulfil its work, the Internabidnal Bureau appeals to all 
Anarchists to send -at least two copies of all the publications coneerniiig. 
the movement. l • . . 

, The International Bureau opens at the same-time a subsiription 
to cover the deficit left by the Amsterdam Congress, a.nd tb . raise 
necessary funds "!for the expenses to be involved by the Bureau. The 
(Bureau will-publish-shortly the resolutions accepted by the Congress, 
a'ud asks the different, groups and federations to .send in, as .soon a.s 
possible, tlie lUimber of copies tliey wish to receive. 

With fraternal gi’eetingsS, for.the International Bui'eau, , ■ 

' ■ A. Sc’HAPJiio, tSecretai^'ii. 

All commmiieations, subscriptions, publications,' etc., to be sent to 
A. Schapico, 1,63'Jubilee Street, London, E. . „ 


■ . FREEDOM PAM.PHLETS. •, 

No. 1. THE WAGB S.YSTEM. B^bVi'ua KiiOPUTKiN, -Id',, 

No. 2. THE eOMaiUNE OE PARIS. ■ Br Peter I^ropotkin. Id. 

No. '3. A TALK, ABOUT ANAllCHtST-COMMUNISiM between'two 
’ . . WORKERS. Br E. Malath:.sta, 1<1. - 

No. 4. A N ARC HIST CQ M U U NISM ; its n asis no p ri nv i pl ks. . Bt 
t Peter KKOP{):iifiN. Id. . ■ ..., 1 'L ' ' ' 

- • No - 12^' B ES BO KSI BPLIT Y a n i> S 0 LI 0 A IG I'M lif ink la bo a .stbu « k le . 1 d 
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T 0 -eOMRADES AND FRIEILDS. 


With the next' number I^’reedovi completes its twenty-first year .of 
life." ft has lived tdirough some of the worst years of reaction and in- 
face of many difficulties.- We intend to commemorate th6-oe(Jasion|'by 
publishing special articles from w^U-known writers relating to the 
history and progress of. the Anarchist“movement in England. Jfc will- 
be a good opportunity for comrades to make a special effort in pushing 
the sale of the pa^er. " ■ - . 


. . iAugust II—September Id.) 

FiiBEm’iai CraapmtfW Cllaase'5a.,*A. iM. 10s. 

Fkeeddm Svhscrijifion.s.—J. Hoyle la , G. Senior Is, 6d.,'^lr3. 0. Sa.,-J. DoTl 
Is. 6d., 15. E.'P. M. Is. 6rl., L. Oray 23. ‘ , 

Sales 0 /'ifiiEEixiAf.—T. .Melinaky 2a.,' H." Taylor Goodman la. .Sd,, 

A. Howie Is , D- Wormald Is,. 4d., *8. Ff Is., B. Greeublatt, Is, 9J., 
S. Leviti.25., R Oundersell 4s., Mi-scellaueoua Sa. Gd. . 1 

Paiii'phlet and Bool- Sales. — J. Hoyic, Is., 'J. MacAra 3s., 6. V. A. _7s. 4d.l. 
H. Taylor 2s. 4d., J W. Fleming £1, E.-G. SinitR“Ss., IF. Large 3s. 9(1,, 
■T. S. Is , C. L. Gpvau 123. 4-'d., Goodman ;-js. , IVf, Boas 12a.’, H. Orr la.'Qd. , 
b. Levin la., T. K. Melinsky 2a., S. Davis Is. 9d. , Misoelianeous ds, lOd.' 

The aura collected at Hadclon Hall on Bank -(HoUtlay and forwarded to us wa& 
lOs., not 3s, as,stated iu error in last month's^ Freedom. . . * 

.. ”7' ■ ^1 ™ ^ 
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"MEMOI'BS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By Peter Eropotkin, 
5s., 6d. post-free. - , ■ 

HUMAN SUBMISSION. 'By Morrison I. Swirr, T.s. 3d., post, lid. 

The king and the anarchist. 2d, 

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. B'v E. Reolus. Id. 
FIELDS, FA CTORIES A N D W O R K S (I OPS. By P K ropgtk^n. 

Paper cover 6d., post-free 9d.; elotii Is,,post-free Is. 3ii. 

WAR. By P. Kropotkin. Id. ; V " ,, 

AN APPEAL TO THB YOUNG . Bv Purica Kaoponc 1 k. Id . 

LAW AND AUTHORl'l'Y. By Peter Kropotkin. 2d. 

SOCIALISM THE REMEDY. By Henry Gi.ASSEr Id. 

SOCTAL DEMOCRACY IN <JEBMANY. By (Jiistav Landauer. Jd. 

ORGANISED' Vengeance— CAr-Licr) “justice/; j^y pbtkr* 

KjtOPOTKIN. ‘ Id. _ ’ I - 

WHAT IS PROPERTY? By K , J, Proudiio;!. 2 vol.s., 2s. 

po.st-free 2.s. 4d. ‘ ' a--- 

NEWS .PROM NOWHERE. By Wild am Morris. U- Cd. ; postage 4d, 

prisons, POLK’IO and punishment.. By E.' CARrEJiTkS. Cloth 2a., 

postage :-ld-. ' ’ ’ . ■ 

THE CRIMINAL ‘ANARCHY LAW. Bv T, Soiiroeder. . 5.1. post-free. 
MAURI AGE AND RACE-D&ATH.- By M. T. Sweft. 2l 6!. post-free. 
THE SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE By Aa^roLu Roller, -Sd. - .J;>: 

1 - -- . . ^ 

All Penny Pamphlets (uumiJted) Is. 6d. for 24, 
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